402              The present state never happy.       [A.D. 1775.
He this clay enlarged upon Pope's melancholy remark, 'Man never is, but always to be blest1.'
He asserted that the present was never a happy state to any human being; but that, as every part of life, of which we are conscious, was at some point of time a period yet to come, in which felicity was expected, there was some happiness produced by hope3. Being pressed upon this subject, and asked if he really was of opinion, that though, in general, happiness was very rare in human life, a man was not sometimes happy in the moment that was present, he answered, 'Never, but when he is drunk3.'
He urged General Oglethorpe to give the world his Life. He said,' I know no man whose Life would be more interesting. If I were furnished with materials, I should be very glad to write it4.'
Mr. Scott6 of Amwell's Elegies were lying in the room. Dr. Johnson observed,' They are very well; but such as twenty people might write.' Upon this I took occasion to controvert Horace's maxim,
«-------------mediocribus esse poetis
Non JDi, non homines, non concesstre columna*?
1            ' Hope springs eternal in the human breast ;
Man never is, but always to be blest.'
Essay on Man, i. 95.
3  ' The natural flights of the human mind are not from pleasure to pleasure, but from hope to hope.'    The Rambler, No. 2.   See post, iii. 61,and June 12, 1784.  Swift defined happiness as 'a perpetual possession of being well deceived.'    Tale of a Tub, Sect, ix., Swift's Works, ed. 1803, iii. 154.                                      3 See post, March 29,1776.
4  The General seemed unwilling to enter upon it at this time; but upon a subsequent occasion he communicated to rne a number of particulars, which I have committed to writing; but I was not sufficiently diligent in obtaining more from him, not apprehending that his friends were so soon to lose him; for, notwithstanding his great age, he was very healthy and vigorous, and was at last carried off by a violent fever, which is often fatal at any period of life.   BOSWELL.
6 See ante, ii. 387.
0                             ' Mediocribus esse poetis
Non homines, non Di, non concessere columnae.'
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